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It’s often the realisation of a long-term goal 
- to own a second home in the sun or even 
start an exciting new chapter in your life. 

Like any property purchase, a lot of work 
goes into making the dream a reality. 

Alongside logistical challenges like finding 
the perfect place and cutting through 

red tape are a number of financial 
considerations. Transfer taxes and stamp 

duty aren’t cheap and, together with notary 
and legal fees, can easily add 10% to the 

overall purchase price. 

BUYING PROPERTY OVERSEAS IS A 
LIFE-CHANGING MOMENT

Financial exchanges are sensitive to a wide 
range of economic stimuli, from inflation to 
interest rates; political instability to extreme 

weather. 

Timing is everything. The exact moment 
you decide to purchase a foreign currency 

is critical, since fluctuations in exchange 
rates can add thousands to the final bill - or 

save you a small fortune. The exact same 
principle applies if you are selling property 

abroad and looking to repatriate the money.

PERHAPS MOST IMPORTANT OF ALL IS 
THE COST OF CURRENCY

This guide explains how to manage the vagaries of global currency markets. Whether you’re 
buying or selling a property abroad, learn how to take some of the risk out of currency 

exchange. Your dream home may depend on it!



USE A CURRENCY EXPERT

Exchanging high value funds and  
transferring them abroad always feels like a 
risk. And the world is an unpredictable place, 
especially right now. You need to be able to 
trust the people that are moving it for you.  

This means having someone available on the 
phone to answer questions and give expert 
assistance on the workings of international 

currency markets.  

CHOOSE THE RIGHT TIME

The moment you buy foreign currency you’re 
locked into the rate available that day. Leave 
it too late and it could cost more than you’d 
budgeted for. Buy too early and you’ll kick 

yourself if the rate then moves in a  
favourable direction, like many who lost out 

following the Brexit result.

WATCH OUT FOR HIDDEN FEES 

Banks and building societies charge a fee  
for sending money abroad. The rates they  

offer are often the worst available. It’s not their 
core business so they don’t need to offer a  

good deal. 

In any property deal there are many things that could derail the sale. The other party could pull out, structural problems could emerge, you may 
even have a change of heart. When it comes to overseas deals, transferring money - and specifically the cost of moving currency - add a further 

complication.Following these simple steps will help make sure that international payments are the least of your worries. 
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T O P  T I P S  F O R  T R A N S F E R R I N G  C U R R E N C Y
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STEP ONE
SPEAK TO CAXTON.

STEP TWO
OPEN PREMIER ACCOUNT. STEP THREE

CHOOSING THE RIGHT TIME 
TO EXCHANGE CURRENCY CAN 

SAVE YOU THOUSANDS.  
LET OUR DEDICATED ACCOUNT 

TEAM HELP YOU SAFELY 
NAVIGATE THE MARKET.

STEP FOUR
TRANSFER MONEY ON  

AGREED DATE.

T I M I N G  I S  E V E R Y T H I N G

VALUE ZONE
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RELIABLE

With decades of FX experience and millions 
of pounds’ worth of safe and secure trades in 
2017 alone, our discrete, expert team will find 
the best rate and execute your trades with a 

minimum of fuss.

REWARDING

Bank-beating* preferential FX rates and 
discounts with no fees or hidden charges, 
plus an enhanced currency card for higher 
spending abroad, coupled with rewards for 

referrals.

FLEXIBLE

Comprehensive range of currency solutions 
- from spot contracts to flexi-forwards, to 
rate alerts and limit orders - helping you 

manage your risk and get the most for your 
high value payments.

Caxton Premier International Services is for the select few that need to transfer substantial amounts of currency 
overseas. It’s for individuals who expect a high level of service with their own dedicated account manager to provide 

currency expertise. Individuals who expect a special rate of exchange for their high value payments along with 
enhanced benefits. Individuals like you. Your lifestyle crosses borders and can be complicated. You need a trusted 
advisor who will help you safely navigate international currency markets to maximise value and minimise risk.

C A X T O N  P R E M I E R 
A  N E W  S T A N D A R D  I N  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  P A Y M E N T S

*Based on charges for transactions of £15,000 and £75,000 made using standard bank accounts from UK high street banks.  

Check caxtonfx.com/premier for the latest bank rate comparisons.  
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1. Spot and forward contracts can be offered on all trades, while Option contracts offered by Caxton require additional eligibility criteria to enter into and carry additional risk to the customer.

SPOT CONTRACT
To exploit advantageous market conditions you need to move fast. Spot contracts are the simple, fast and effective way to buy money to move overseas quickly. Secure 

that day’s rate with the ability to pay in up to four working days.

LIMIT ORDER
Don’t miss out on your target rate. Once signed, limit orders authorise your account manager to automatically execute a trade should the rate become available during 

an agreed time frame.

FORWARD CONTRACT
The right rate can often come at the wrong time. Forward contracts allow you to secure an optimum currency rate with a deposit, then defer the final payment until such 

a time when you need to transfer the money overseas.

FLEXI-FORWARD CONTRACT
The best laid plans often go awry. Similar to forward contracts, flexi-forwards also allow a degree of flexibility on the date you make the final payment. The rate won’t quite 

match a forward contract deal, but for some it’s a small cost to ensure peace of mind.

CURRENCY OPTION
‘Options’1 offer the right but not the obligation to buy currency on a future date. After the contract is signed you can choose to buy at a different rate should the market 

move in a favourable direction. If the market takes a turn for the worse, the original rate remains locked in.

We know that you already keep a watchful eye on currency markets. That’s why we offer a range of products that 
provide maximum flexibility.

A D V A N C E D  C U R R E N C Y  S O L U T I O N S  F O R  F L E X I B I L I T Y  A N D  O P T I O N S



1. Specialist advice around financial contracts can only be given by FCA authorised personnel and carries customer risk. Appointments must be made with a Caxton FX expert and pass eligibility criteria to gain access to this service.

2. Online International payment account allows for 24/7 payments up to £100,000.
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ADVANCED CURRENCY SOLUTIONS
Protect your wealth by making the foreign exchange market work for you. Buy currency when the rate is right, and we’ll look after your money 

until you need to make the payment.

CURRENCY ALERTS AND LIMIT ORDERS
If you know your target rate, just tell us and we’ll contact you the moment the market hits it. If you’ve placed a limit order with us, we’ll execute 

the transaction right then and there.

DEDICATED FX EXPERTISE
With decades of FX experience, your authorised expert is just a phone call away1. Rely on us to help your FX planning and use the best tools to 

find the best rate and reduce your risk.

MAKE PAYMENTS ANYTIME, ANYWHERE
Take control of your international payments with an online payment account2 and currency card app.

ENHANCED CURRENCY CARD
Your Caxton Card offers an enhanced FX rate while loading via the app or desktop. You can save even more by loading the card via your 

account manager when making an international payment.

P R E M I U M  F E A T U R E S  F O R  T H E  D I S C E R N I N G  C U S T O M E R
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Tania had previously used her bank 
to make international payments, but 

found their rates uncompetitive and the 
transfer fees and charges too expensive. 

Following a recommendation from 
her father, Tania decided to set up an 

account with Caxton. 

Tania’s main concern was that Brexit 
might make the Euro more expensive, 

meaning an increase in the cost of 
her property purchase.  She needed a 

favourable exchange rate to ensure she 
would not lose out as the result of any 

market fluctuations down the line.

Through her Caxton Account Manager, 
Tania was able to use a Rate Alert to get 
live market updates and details of key 

events that could affect the value of the 
exchange rate. And although Tania did 

look at the currency rates online, she felt 
reassured that Caxton would alert her as 
soon as the markets became favourable.

Tania also set up a Limit Order, which 
meant she benefited immediately from 

any rate movement in the right direction. 
Using this proactive approach, the 

exchange happened very quickly and 
Tania got the best possible rate. Tania 
expects to continue to use Caxton over 
the next few months, and will certainly  
not be using her bank any time soon!

Tania had always dreamed of owning a property in Spain and in 2016 she finally made it happen. Having saved 
€400,000 Tania found the perfect place, but needed the best possible rate to make the most of her budget.

T A N I A ’ S  S T O R Y
G E T T I N G  T H E  R I G H T  R A T E



C U S T O M E R  Q U O T E
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“Caxton were professional and proactive, ensuring I was 
kept updated about relevant currency issues. This meant 
I got the best possible rate as result of receiving the right 

support at every step of the process”. 
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They found a property owned by an elderly 
English gentleman who had let the property 

fall into disrepair. Brian was happy to 
renovate with a view to increasing its value.

Their estate agent recommended a 
currency broker but Brian found their rate 

uncompetitive and their service lacking. 
Having used a Caxton Card for many years 
on his travels, Brian soon appreciated the 

benefit of working with a known and trusted 
partner.

Brian was concerned about the impact of 
Brexit on Sterling. Fearing that if the Pound 

fell below €1.15 the cost of the property 
could rise to an unaffordable level, he knew 

he wanted to insure against this risk of 
adverse currency movement.  

Already familiar with currency options 
through his Master’s Degree in Business 
Administration, he asked his dedicated 

Account Manager how Caxton could help. 
Brian chose a Vanilla Option which ensured 

the exchange rate would not fall below 
€1.15. At the same time, it also allowed him 

to benefit from any favourable rise in the 
Pound. 

Caxton’s Rate Alert and Limit Order services 
helped Brian to withdraw two tranches 

at €1.17 and €1.18 ahead of the property 
completion date, ensuring that that he was 
able to purchase their dream home at the 

best price and at the most competitive rate. 

Brian plans to use Caxton for several 
international payments that will fund 

extensive renovation work on the property.

For the last couple of years, Brian and his Portugese wife have wanted to buy a property in southern Portugal, on the 
Algarve. It was now the right time to create their next life stage.

B R I A N ’ S  S T O R Y
T H E  R I G H T  O P T I O N



C U S T O M E R  Q U O T E
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“I found my Caxton Account Manager both knowledgeable 
and helpful. He was able to provide a seamless and 

transparent service, which made me comfortable just 
picking up the phone to ask questions or get market 

insights any time I liked”.



C O N T A C T

CAXTONFX.COM/PREMIER
 +44 203 457 1172

PREMIER@CAXTONFX.COM


